


June 29, Thursday, 20.00 
Church of the Assumption (the Franciscan Church) 

CENTONES MEAE URBI
LITHUANIAN NATIONAL SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
(artistic director and principal conductor Modestas Pitrėnas)

KAUNAS STATE CHOIR
(artistic director and principal conductor Robertas Šervenikas)

Soloists: 
GUNTA GELGOTĖ (soprano), 
NERIJUS MASEVIČIUS (bass-baritone)

Conductor: 
ROBERTAS ŠERVENIKAS

This concert is partly supported by the National Programme

Programme:

ONUTĖ NARBUTAITĖ (*1956)
Oratorio Centones meae urbi (Patchwork for my City)

Opening
The Poet’s Return

Czesław Miłosz (1965) 
Autumn
Epitaph One, or a Promenade in the Bernardine Cemetery

Joannes Bilducius (1596), tombstone inscriptions in the Bernardine Cemetery
Epitaph Two, or a Promenade in the Rasos Cemetery

Petrus Royzius Maurus (16th c.), tombstone inscriptions in the Rasos Cemetery 
From the Album of S.B. 

Adam Mickiewicz (1824) 
Epitaph Three, or a Second Promenade in the Rasos Cemetery

Simon Nidevicius Leopoliensis (1592), tombstone inscriptions in the Rasos Cemetery
Epitaph Four, or a Second Promenade in the Bernardine Cemetery

Joannes Rudamina (1596), tombstone inscriptions in the Bernardine Cemetery
P.S. 

Czesław Miłosz (1965) 
Winter

Eugenijus Ališanka (1991) 
Spring
Royal Welcome 

Petrus Strzelec (1579) 
Spring at Lukiškės

Unknown author (1648) 
Procession 

Mathias Casimirus Sarbievius (1622) 
Summer

Writings from Vilnius newspapers from between 1906 and 1911, poetry by Moshe Kulbak 
(1926) and Czesław Miłosz (1974)
Lamentation of Jeremiah 

The Poet’s Farewell
Czesław Miłosz (1965) 

Closing
Vaidotas Daunys (1993)

Soloists: GUNTA GELGOTĖ (soprano), NERIJUS MASEVIČIUS (bass-baritone)
LITHUANIAN NATIONAL SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
KAUNAS STATE CHOIR
Conductor: ROBERTAS ŠERVENIKAS 
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Tonight, the Church of the Assumption (the Franciscan Church) will be the setting for Onutė 
Narbutaitė’s oratorio Centones meae urbi (Patchwork for My City), for which the composer was 
awarded the Lithuanian National Prize for Culture and Art. This will be the fifth time the 
oratorio has been performed in Vilnius since its completion in 1997. It has been performed 
three other times abroad, each time conducted by Robertas Šervenikas with different 
performers.

Narbutaitė is one of Lithuania’s most famous composers. Her music is highly individual, and is 
recognisable from the very first bars. Many of her opuses have won various awards, and they 
have been recorded on more than 40 CDs released in Lithuania and abroad. In 2015, Narbutaitė 
was named Composer of the Year for the opera Kornetas (The Cornet) and the composition 
for chamber orchestra Was There a Butterfly?. “The absorbing effect of Onutė Narbutaitė’s 
compositions [...] is linked to a rare, paradoxical inner balance: they sound simple and complex 
at the same time, personal and universal, both meditative and analytical” (Albrecht Thiemann). 

According to the composer: “The oratorio Centones meae urbi is a strange kind of musical essay 
about Vilnius, the city where I was born. Cento means ‘a patch’. Centones is a new text composed 
from borrowed verses and phrases; an antique literary game, in later epochs also a musical 
game. Centones meae urbi is a patchwork for my city, formed out of patches torn from the old 
walls of Vilnius, which, when joined together, produce a map marked with the usual symbolic 
figures: Baroque with Sarbievijus (Sarbiewski), Romanticism with Mickiewicz, the Northern 
Jerusalem … And, of course, the poignantly clear voice of this century’s exile, the voice that 
turns the city into the City, comprehensible and recognisable to many. 

“The music is not ‘borrowed’. Only one tiny quotation from Stanisław Moniuszko joins a poem 
by Adam Mickiewicz. However, multilingual texts from different centuries brought together 
their own intonations. I did not try to escape them, in a way becoming their co-author, since, in 
the words of Czesław Miłosz, ‘One has to acknowledge that everything is created by the spirit 
of this city itself.’

“This oratorio is an attempt to create in sound a city which no longer exists in reality. At the 
same time, what I wanted to say, through the rather intimate form of the music, is that its past 
is a tangible and appreciable part of our experience, and the source of our existence. In this 
sense, this very documentary oratorio also touches the completely universal themes of human 
life and death.” 

SALĖS PLANAS / SEATING PLAN
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Vilniaus festivalio repertuaras Jūsų mobiliajame telefone
For the repertoire on your mobile phone

Naujienos socialiniuose tinkluose
For news, visit social media sites:

Bilietų pardavimo informacija

Bilietus į Filharmonijos rengiamus koncertus 
galima įsigyti:

Internetu: www.filharmonija.lt ir www.kakava.lt

Filharmonijos kasose, Aušros Vartų g. 5. 

Kakava.lt kasose. Visas kasų sąrašas čia: 
https://kakava.lt/kasos

Bilietų užsakymas tel.: +370 614 41725, 

el. p. bilietai@filharmonija.lt

Visa informacija – www.filharmonija.lt

Ticketing information

Tickets to concerts at the Lithuanian National 
Philharmonic Hall can be obtained:

Online: www.nationalphilharmonic.eu 		
and www.kakava.lt 

In person: at the National Philharmonic Box 
Office, 5 Aušros Vartų St, Vilnius. 

Kakava.lt box offices. Addresses of all box 
offices: https://kakava.lt/kasos

Reservation by telephone: +370 614 41725; 	
by email: bilietai@filharmonija.lt 

More information – 				 
www.nationalphilharmonic.eu

Papildoma informacija 
lankytojams:
• Po trečio skambučio žiūrovai į salę 
neįleidžiami. 

• Renginių metu fotografuoti, filmuoti ar 
daryti garso įrašus be organizatorių žinios 
draudžiama.

• Informuojame, kad organizatorius filmuoja 
ir fotografuoja renginį archyvavimo ir 
transliavimo tikslu.

• Rengėjai turi teisę keisti koncertų 
programas ir jų atlikėjus. Spausdinimo metu 
informacija teisinga. 2023 05 15

Visitor information:
• Latecomers are not admitted to the hall 	
after the third chime.

• Unauthorised photographing/filming/
recording on the premises is prohibited.

• For your information, the organisers will 
film and photograph the event for archival 	
and broadcasting purposes. 

• The organisers of the festival reserve the 
right to change concert programmes and 
performers. The information given here is 
correct at the time of going to press 		
on 15 May 2023. 
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VILNIAUS FESTIVALIS
www.vilniusfestival.lt

LIETUVOS NACIONALINĖ FILHARMONIJA
www.filharmonija.lt
Aušros Vartų g. 5, LT-01304 Vilnius
Bilietų kasų tel.: +370 614 41725, 
el. p. bilietai@filharmonija.lt

LITHUANIAN NATIONAL PHILHARMONIC SOCIETY
www.nationalphilharmonic.eu
5 Aušros Vartų St, Vilnius LT-01304
Box Office tel: +370 614 41725, 
email: bilietai@filharmonija.lt
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www.vilniusfestivals.lt
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Tel. / faks. (+370 5) 212 7364, 
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